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barity. One result of these wars was the building of the
walls of Shrewsbury and the strengthening of the Castle,
which developed into a typical concentric fortress with
curtain walls,

In 1398 Richard II held his Great Parliament in Shrews-
bury at which he induced it to grant, him the export tax
on wool for life and to place the authority for making laws in
the hands of a small committee of his friends.  This attempt at
despotic government resulted in his overthrow the following
year by his cousin Henry Bolingbroke,    It was three miles
from Shrewsbury, at a place called Battlefield, that Henry
Bolingbroke fought in 1403 to keep the Crown he had won from
Richard.   His position was a critical one.   Owen Glyndwr was
in arms in Wales ; the Scots had invaded the North of England
and were only kept in check by the Northumberland Percies,
Henry IV was on his way north when he heard that the Percies
had revolted and, with a large army including their former
Scots prisoners led by Lord Archibald Douglas, were on their
way to join Glyndwr in Wales,  The young Prince Henry, who
was at Shrewsbury, was in great peril, for his adviser, Thomas
Percy, Earl of Worcester, deserted to the enemy, while Harry
Hotspur, son of the Earl of Northumberland, pressed south
through Cheshire where he was joined by hundreds of Cheshire
archers and Welsh, wearing Richard's badge of the white hart,
Henry IV, however, by forced marches, reached Shrewsbury
before Hotspur, who found the town strongly held against
him and the army of Glyndwr still a hundred miles away at
Carmarthen.  Hotspur fell back on Upper Berwick and there
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